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History Matriculation Essay Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Prompt


	All four parts of the prompt are addressed.
	Three of the four parts of the prompt are addressed.
	Two of the four parts of the prompt are addressed.
	Prompt is not addressed or followed.

	Grammar and Formatting
	Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  Correct MLA formatting with no mistakes.  
	1-3 grammar, spelling, punctuation, or formatting mistake were made.
	4-6 grammar, spelling, punctuation, or formatting mistakes were made.
	More than 7 grammar, spelling, punctuation, or formatting mistakes were made. 

	Punctuality

	All items were turned in on time
	Most items were turned in on time.
	Some items turned in on time
	Most items were turned in late.

	Keys


	Identify and define both the 2 chosen keys of excellence, apply them to historic figure and own life
	Keys are identified and defined and suggested to the historic figure and your own
	Keys are identified but do not necessarily apply to yourself or the historic figure
	Keys of excellence are not clearly identified or defined

	Sources


	Essay cites all 3 sources as evidence of the applied key character.  At least 1 primary source.
	Essay cites 2 sources as evidence of the applied key character
	Essay cites 1 source as evidence of the applied key character 
	Essay does not have any cited sources

	Total:__________/ 20
	
	
	
	


Matriculation Essay Breakdown
Prompt: Identify a key historic figure that we will be studying this year.  Research the figure’s life and identify what 2 keys of excellence that person portrayed during their life.  The 8 keys of excellence are:  Integrity, Failure Leads to Success, Speak with Good Purpose, This Is It, Commitment, Ownership, Flexibility, and Balance.  Explain what the 2 keys of excellence mean.  How do you know this person possessed these keys? How did people from your person’s time describe him or her? What words did your person use that shows these keys?  What role did this person play in developing the United States as a country?  How does this person affect the United States today?  How does this person influence your understanding of what it means do be an American?
Introduction: Introduction to your essay should include:

· Attention Getter

· Identification of key characters
· Identification of historic figure

· Thesis statement

Body Paragraph 1: 

· Transition from introduction

· Synopsis of the life of your historic figure
· What two Keys of Excellence does your figure portray throughout their life?  Define the 2 keys you chose.
· At least one cited source as evidence (primary source written by or about them)
Body Paragraph 2:

· Transition from body paragraph 1
· Highlight of your figure’s accomplishments
· What events or documents were your figure involved in?
· How did these events and/or documents shape the United States as a country?
· At least one cited source as evidence
Body Paragraph 3:
· Transition from body paragraph 2
· What is your understanding of what it means to be an American?
· How is this understanding influenced by your figure?
Body Paragraph 4:
· Transition from body paragraph 3
· How does your historic figure affect the United States today?
· How might America be different had your figure not made their accomplishments or actions?
· At least 1 cited source as evidence

· Transition to conclusion

Conclusion:

· Restate your thesis

· Explain why your figure’s character traits are important to their effect on today 

· Any lasting impressions you want your reader to have
Essay Outline
Thesis:

Summary of 1st body paragraph ideas:

Summary of 2nd body paragraph ideas:

Summary of 3rd body paragraph ideas:

Summary of 4th body paragraph ideas:

Conclusion:

Website Research Notes






	Copy & Paste Web Address
	Create citation in MLA format using Purdue OWL website to help

	
	

	Copy & Paste Text Directly from Source
	Paraphrase information in your own words.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Book Research Notes






Name :
	Create citation in MLA format from Purdue OWL
and write here.

	

	PAGE NUMBER 
	Paraphrase information in your own words.

If using direct quote, put in quotation marks.
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Selecting Credible Sources
When writing a research paper, it is important to think critically about the sources you choose. Not every resource that you find or collect related to your research topic will be equally useful to you or equally valid. 
1. Look at the author's credentials. How qualified is the author of the source? Author's credentials (their education, where they work, etc.) can usually be found by looking at a bibliography on the source and/or on a short biography of the author
· What is the author's educational background? Is the author's area of expertise relevant to the research you are conducting?

· How reputable is the person (or organization) listed as the author?

· What else has the author written in the past about this topic

· Why is this author considered an expert or reliable authority? Who considers them to be an expert?

· Would this author be likely to have any kind of bias (a special interest or personal angle) or unspoken agenda
2. Look at the publisher's credentials. After you have satisfied your questions about the qualifications of the author of the source, next think about the institutions or affiliations which published the source you are consulting. Government agencies and university presses tend to be the most credible, reliable, and reputable publishers of works suitable to be used in research writing, since these publishers review what they 

Is there a bias or any reason for the publishing group to slant the truth in any way?

· Why might this publishing group be trying to sell you something or convince you to accept its views?

· I
s the publishing group attempting to be sensational or attention-getting to enhance their own popularity or ratings?

3. Look at the date the source was published. When considering a source, it is also important that you look carefully at the date of when the source was published (if a book or a journal, publication date information can often be found on the title page or the page following; if a website, the date the site was last updated can often be found at the bottom of the main page). Is the source/information contained within the source relatively recent? In our information-age, facts and ideas are constantly changing, and a source that might have been credible ten years ago may not be as applicable to your research today.

4. Look for a list of references to show the author has consulted other sources. Can these sources lead you to other useful material?

5. Cross-reference the data you find in one source with the data you find in another. Do the data support each other? Why or why not? If not, then one of the sources might not be as reliable as you need. 
6.  Evaluating Internet Sources: As with any source, you will need to consider the above listed concerns and suggestions when evaluating Internet sources. However, since the Internet is such a vast source of information, and since it tends to be much less regulated in what someone can publish (as opposed to most print sources), you need to be careful when using research gathered from the world wide web. 
When evaluating Internet sources, you should first consider the agenda of a web site. What is the web site's purpose? Why did the web site creator/author design this web site? Next, check the extensions (.com, .edu, .gov, etc.). Educational (which use a .edu extension) and government sites (which use a .gov extension) tend to be more reliable sources (although not always -- remember, many university employees/students have web sites with educational extensions, and a few might have unauthorized content.
